
The Board was formally established in 1998 when Part 2 of the 
MVRMA came into force. Over the years, the Board has worked 
with over 700 community members, governments, industry, and 
other stakeholders to:
 1. Create a vision for the Sahtu Settlement Area;
 2. Collect information about land, resources, and people of the 
  Settlement Area; and
 3. Develop a land use plan that provides for the conservation, 
  development and use of land, waters and other resources.

www.sahtulanduseplan.org info@sahtulanduseplan.orgPh:   867-598-2055
Fax: 867-598-2545

Land use plans make choices about how land, water, and resources are used. Land use planning usually balances conservation and 
development to make sure that important ecological and cultural values are protected while also supporting economic development to meet 
other community goals.

The SLUPB is an institution of public government that works to protect and 
promote the current and future well-being of the residents and communities of 
the Sahtu settlement area while also having regard to the interests of all 
Canadians. This is done through the Sahtu Land Use Plan. The SLUPB was 
given the authority to develop the Sahtu Land Use Plan by the Sahtu Dene 
and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement (SDMCLCA) and the 
Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA). 

Heather Bourassa, Chair  (Nominated by SLUPB Members)
Edna Tobac        (GNWT Nominee)
Bob Overvold       (Canada Nominee)
Rick Hardy        (SSI Nominee)
Dakota Erutse       (SSI Nominee)

All of our Board members are appointed by the Minister of Crown-Indigenous 

The SLUPB has who help carry-out the day-to-day work 
of the Board.

It is the SLUPB’s job to create and implement the 
Sahtu Land Use Plan. Our plan outlines what land 
uses are allowed in the Sahtu Settlement Area (SSA), 
where exactly they are allowed, and under what 
conditions the land use can happen. This involves 
working with the Sahtu communities, planning 
partners (like the Sahtu Land and Water Board and 
other Sahtu organizations), and our approving parties 
(SSI, GNWT, and Canada). 

Once the SLUPB adopts the Plan, the Plan needs to be approved 
by the three approving parties in this order:

The Sahtu Secretariat 
Incorporated

GNWT
Canada

Once Canada approves the plan, any 
proposed land use activities must 
conform to the Land Use Plan (even 
uses that are proposed by the 
Government!).

We had 4 drafts of the 
plan from 2002 to 2010. 

The current plan was 
approved on 
2013.

SLUP Approval (2013)



Some of the things we are most proud of include:

- 2 Conformity Determinations (1 still ongoing)–

- Nááts’ihch’oh Amendment

- Sahtu Land Use Plan Assessment Report (2017)

- Work in preparation for 5-Year Review

www.sahtulanduseplan.org info@sahtulanduseplan.orgPh:   867-598-2055
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We have also faced some challenges in our work. Here is 
an example:

- Lack of funding for the SLUPB

We continue to work to build on our successes and address our 
challenges.

SLUPB bigger picture vision how land be 
   used

SLWB MVLWB 
land use permits and water

   licences

SRRB 

SLUPB Community
Meeting in Tulita (2016)

How is land protected in the SLUP?
- 22%
- 47%
- 31%

15 years
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Document Path: C:\GISData\Maps\Working_Files\2017\June_North_LUP_Areas\Northern_LUP_Status.mxd

Date Produced: June 15, 2017

The Map is for illustrative purposes only.   This map is not a legal document and should not be treated as such.

This map was developed by the Sahtu Land Use Planning Board (SLUPB).  For futher information about this map
or other GIS products, contact:

Information:

Data Sources: Projection:
Coordinate System: NAD 1983 Statistics
Canada Lambert
Projection: Lambert Conformal Conic
Datum: North American 1983
Central Meridian: -91.866667
Standard Parallel 1: 49.000000
Standard Parallel 2: 77.000000
Latitude of Origin:  63.390675
EPSG Code: 3347
Map Scale: 1:14,000,000

-  Hillshade- CDEM, Natural Resources Canada, Government
   of Canada.
-  Planning Regions- Canada Lands Administrative Boundaries
   (Government of Canada), Yukon Land Use Planning Council.
-  Sahtu Settlement Area- Canada Lands Administrative
   Boundary (CLAB), Canada Lands Survey System, Natural
   Resources Canada, Government of Canada, 2017.
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General Use Zone (GUZ)
- ;
- All land uses are allowed except for bulk water removal;
- Any development in this zone has to follow the 
  Conformity Requirements in the SLUP.

Special Management Zone (SMZ)
- This zone protects special values that have been 

;
- All land uses are allowed except for bulk water removal;
- Any development in this zone has to follow the 
 Conformity Requirements and Special Management 
 Conformity Requirements in the SLUP.

- 

 areas are protected;
(e.g. mine not grandfathered);

- Any development in this zone has to follow the 
 Conformity Requirements and Special Management 
 Conformity Requirements in the SLUP.

- This is an area where 
 being pursued;

 same Conformity Requirements apply.

Established Protected Area (EPA)
- This is an area where legislated protected areas are fully 
 established;
- The SLUP no longer applies to these areas

 and management plans.
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Conformity Requirements consist of land use zones and 
conditions for development

conditions are called Conformity Requirements (CRs). All new 
activities occurring anywhere in the Sahtu Settlement Area are 
required to conform to (follow) these conditions. 

requirements like necessary community engagement, use of 

development were to happen.

Special Management Conditions apply to SMZs, CZs, and PCIs. 

be protected. Some of the Special Management CRs are only 

All proponents (someone who wants to develop on the land) 
must demonstrate that they have met the CRs before an 
application to work on the land or use the water can be 
granted. The CRs are mandatory. 

This will tell them whether or not development is allowed and 
what CRs they have to follow.
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Our Vision is long and can be hard to remember.  During the public comment 
period, we received feedback that we need to make it shorter, more simple, and 
more related to our work at the SLUPB.  What do you think?  Put a dot sticker 
into the box that you agree with.

I like it!
Keep it the way it is.

Keep the ideas, but 
shorten how it’s written.

We need a whole new 
vision.

Do you have any other feedback to share about the vision? 
What should we add/keep/take out?

Write your answer on a sticky note and stick it to one of the boxes above.

The Sahtu Land Use Plan’s (SLUP’s) Vision 
was guided by the SLUPB’s own visioning work, 
“Building a Vision for the Land” report, and 
aspects from the Great Bear Lake Watershed 
Management Plan (GBLWMP).

The “Building a Vision for the Land” report from 
2000 compiled input from Community Members, 
who were asked to identify their vision for the land, 
5 years and 100 years in the future.

The vision and goals developed 
as part of the Great Bear Lake 
Watershed Management Plan 
(GBLWMP) were done between 
2002 and 2005 by a Working 
Group established to develop a 
management plan for the Great 
Bear Lake watershed, with 
extensive participation from 
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Here is the SLUP’s current Vision:

“The ecological integrity of the region is maintained.  The land, water and 
natural resources on which people depend are clean, healthy and abundant.  
There is a balance of industrial development and vast wilderness areas, a 
model of development hand in hand with environmental protection.  
Conservation Zones and legislated protected areas protect the most important 
places and values for future generations, while careful management allows 
sustainable development to proceed in all other areas.

The region has cultural integrity.  People use the land as they always have for 

respected and play a central role in passing down the language, traditional 
skills, knowledge, stories and importance of the land to community leaders 
and the youth, strenghtening cultural and spiritual connections to the land.  

schools, which equip the youth to thrive and adapt in a changing environment.

and monitoring land use to work in true partnership with land and resource 
managers, co-management Boards, and regulators.  Together, they provide a 

Land use activities are designed, regulated and implemented with 

region.  Land use decisions respect and integrate Sahtu Dene and Metis 

regulatory frameworks.  There is trust and respect amongst all participants in 
land and resource management.

Long-term economic planning has resulted in strong renewable and 

their communities and on the land.  Good access and infrastructure in the 
region reduces the cost of power, goods and services.  A strong emphasis on 
training has created a skilled workforce to maximize employment and business 
opportunities.”
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Is there anything you would like to share with us?  For example, 
what can the SLUPB do better, are there things you would like to see 
incorporated into the Plan, ways the SLUPB should be engaging with 
your community... or anything else.

Please write your comment on a sticky note and post it in the box 
below.
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When you think about Land Use Planning, what is most 
important to you?

Please write your comment on a sticky note and post it in the box 
below.
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