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Ms. Heather Bourassa, Chairperson
Sahtu Land Use Planning Board
BOX 235

FORT GOOD HOPE NT XOE OHO

Dear Ms. Bourassa:

GNWT Detailed Comments on the
Sahtu Land Use Plan for September 6-7, 2012 Tripartite Meeting

The Sahtu Land Use Planning Board (SLUPB) has requested more detailed
comments on the Sahtu Land Use Plan (the Plan) to be submitted on
August 24, 2012 so that all parties have time to review and digest each other’s
comments and prepare effectively for discussions on equal footing.

The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) is submitting detailed
comments that describe broad Plan Approval Principles that are being applied in our
analysis of the Board's June discussion document. The GNWT is using these
principles to identify specific wording concerns that remain and must be addressed in
the final Draft of the Plan. These are consistent with our longstanding concerns with
respect to approving the Plan. The most important is the need to fully respect the
authorities, and roles and responsibilities set out in the Sahtu Dene and Métis
Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement and the Mackenzie Valley Resource
Management Act (MVRMA).
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The GNWT shares the SLUPB's view that that constructive dialogue among parties
and a cooperative spirit will contribute to resolving outstanding concerns as we move
towards Plan approval. We again express an interest in ongoing dialogue at the
working level with our planning partners, including planning board staff and approving
parties, leading up to the tripartite meeting. The GNWT sees this type of dialogue as
a way to ensure there is a mutual understanding of planning partners’ perspectives
and concerns, and to find mutually agreeable solutions.

Sincerely,
gnle Campbell
Deputy Minister
Attachment
C: Ms. Zoe Raemer, A/Regional Director

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, NT Region

Ms. Ethel Blondin-Andrew, Chair
Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated

Mr. David Little, Executive Director
Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated
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The GNWT wants to ensure that all approving parties have a common
understanding of how and when it is determined that activities are
carried out in accordance with the plan. The GNWT see this
“conformity check” role as a primary function that occurs early in the
process consistent with roles and responsibilities identified in the
SDMCLCA and the MVRMA.

GNWT supports a front end conformity determination process. At the same time that
an application is checked for completeness, regulators or authorities responsible for
issuing surface rights will ensure that proposed land use activities (or land uses), as
described in the application, conform to the Plan. If required, a regulator will make a
s. 47(1) referral to the Board at this time. This is consistent with “Generalized Best
Practices Regarding Conformity with the Land Use Plan” described in the draft revised
2010 Gwich’in Land Use Plan.

The GNWT does not support the concept of conditional conformity; conformity is a
final determination on whether a proposed land use activity is or is not in accordance
with the plan. s. 47(1) does not contemplate a determination based on future events.

There should not be an automatic referral for the first couple of years after plan
approval. The Plan should be written with sufficient clarity that a regulator can readily
determine whether an authorization for a proposed land use activity can be issued in




