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Dear Planning Partners,

The Sahtú Land Use Planning Board (SLUPB) is pleased to release its fifth Annual Report 
on Stream I Monitoring and Evaluation of the Sahtú Land Use Plan (“the Plan”).  This report 
presents information submitted by Regulators between April 1, 2024, and March 31, 2025, 
outlining how they implemented the Plan when issuing authorizations and dispositions.

As in previous years, the SLUPB would like to thank Regulators for providing the requested 
information and for supporting a shared understanding of the Plan through education and 
collaboration.  This valuable information contributes to a clearer picture of how the Plan is 
being implemented and will support future revisions.

As noted in last year’s report, the SLUPB is encouraged to see that many Regulators are 
taking a proactive approach to their reporting, recording information as they receive and 
review applications.  This is how the process is intended to function: the Plan should play 
a central role in the issuance of authorizations and dispositions.  However, it is evident that 
some Regulators continue to compile their data only at the time of submission, retroactively 
reviewing files to assess conformity with the Plan.  The SLUPB hopes to see this improve in the 
years ahead.

The SLUPB also notes that a few Regulators appear unaware of the creation of Zone 41 – 
South Nahanni Watershed Special Management Zone (SMZ), which came into effect on June 
4, 2024.  Many applications still referenced the outdated Zone 41 – Nááts’ı̨hch’oh Proposed 
Conservation Initiative (PCI), despite being approved after June 4, 2024.  This is significant, 
as it also indicates a lack of awareness about the new Conformity Requirement #20 – South 
Nahanni Watershed, which applies to the updated zone.  While this oversight is unfortunate, 
it is not entirely the fault of the Regulators.  Although the Implementation Guide reflects 
this change (as this is a Guide that does not require approvals by anyone other than the 
SLUPB), the main Plan document has not yet been published with this update.  The delay 
stems from the Approving Parties’ ongoing work to finalize minor adjustments needed to 
align the Nááts’ı̨hch’oh amendment with the 2023 Plan.  The document is otherwise ready for 
publication, and the SLUPB hopes for a prompt resolution.
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This year also introduces a simpler format for presenting information in the tables summarizing 
authorizations and dispositions.  Since many Regulators issue authorizations that do not 
implement CR #1 (Land Use Zoning), a new notation indicates which other Conformity 
Requirements (CRs) apply instead.  This change will also be reflected in the templates 
Regulators use for next year’s reporting, reducing their workload for reporting on the Plan.

As always, the SLUPB values continued dialogue with Regulators.  Ongoing engagement helps 
foster mutual understanding of our respective roles, processes, and expectations.  Our staff and 
Board Members deeply appreciate your continued involvement in land use planning, and we 
welcome your questions and participation going forward.

Máhsı,

Heather Bourassa
Chairperson, Sahtú Land Use Planning Board
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BOARD MEMBERS

“The purpose of land use planning is to protect and promote the social, cultural and economic well-being 
of residents and communities in the settlement area, having regard to the interests of all Canadians” 

“Special attention shall be devoted to the rights of the… Sahtu First Nations under their land claim 
agreements, to protecting and promoting their social, cultural and economic well-being and to the lands 
used by them for wildlife harvesting and other resource uses” 

- Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act – S.35

Michael Mifflin
Canada Nominee

Dakota Erutse
SSI Nominee  

Justin Stoyko 
Executive Director
( Director of Board 

Affairs as of  
September 2, 2025 )

Jenna Grandjambe 
Director of Operations, 

Communications & 
Outreach

T. Alex Tassioulas 
Land Use Planner

Nadine Tatchinron
Administrative 

Assistant

STAFF

Judy Tutcho
SSI Nominee  

Heather Bourassa
Chairperson

Martina Simons  
GNWT Nominee



MONITORING AND EVALUATION 
FRAMEWORK

“Subject to the approval of a land use plan, a planning board shall monitor 
the implementation of the Plan.” 

-Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act – S.44

In 2019, our Board and staff worked with consultants HTFC Planning & 
Design to develop the Sahtú Land Use Plan Monitoring & Evaluation 
Framework. This document sets out a structure to organize the Board’s 
monitoring activities into two streams.
 

Our work since 2021 has been focused on setting up Stream 1 monitoring. 
This report shares the Stream 1 monitoring results for the 2024/2025 fiscal 
year (April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025). Stream 2 monitoring is currently 
being developed by the Board, with its results published in autumn 2025.

7

STREAM 1 
monitoring focuses on:

Tracking applications, decision-
making, and authorizations 
related to land uses in the 

Settlement Area; and

Recording the approving 
parties’ work towards the 

Actions and Recommendations 
in the SLUP.

STREAM 2 
monitoring focuses on:

Monitoring indicators 
to understand whether 
the Plan is succeeding 

in meeting its vision and 
goals for the region.
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Sahtú Land Use Plan Monitoring Cycle

A planning process 
begins with a 

Plan Vision & Goals 
for what we hope to 
achieve through our 

plan.

By evaluating the 
outcomes of our 

monitoring, we can 
determine where 
Amendments & 
Adjustments are 

needed in the Plan itself, 
or in our approach to 

implementing the Plan.

The plan then sets out a 
series of 

Management Activities 
(in this case conformity 
requirements, actions, 

and recommendations) 
intended to help achieve 

the goals.

As we implement the 
plan, we can track our 

activities, and start 
Monitoring Indicators 

that help us to 
understand the impacts 

of our actions.
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en

dm
en

ts
 &

 A
dj

us
tm

en
ts

Monitoring Indicators

M
anagem

ent Activities

Plan Vision & Goals

From Sahtú Land Use Plan Monitoring & Evaluation Framework, 2019
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MONITORING RESULTS
The following tables present permits and authorizations that were  
requested in the area covered by the Sahtú Land Use Plan during the  
April 1st, 2024 - March 31st, 2025 reporting period.  Not all authorizations applied 
for were approved, where one is listed as in review.

The following regulators took part in the Year 5 monitoring discussions but had  
no applications for land uses during the reporting period for the area covered  
by the Sahtú Land Use Plan.

More information is provided in the “Regulator Monitoring Activities” table 
included in this report, which provides information regarding all Regulators that 
issue authorizations or dispositions that implement the Sahtú Land Use Plan, and 
the outcomes of monitoring activities.

The other note as in past years is that some Regulators have been reporting on 
authorizations or dispositions issued in areas that are not covered by the Sahtú 
Land Use Plan (such as within community boundaries or within National Parks or 
Historic Sites of Canada). More caution is required by Regulators to ensure that 
they are correctly implementing the Sahtú Land Use Plan.

Regulators with no activities to report during the 2024/25 reporting period,  
in relation to permit types:

• Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)  
		  - Licences under the Nuclear Safety & Control Act

• Canada Energy Regulator (CER)  
		  – Certificate of Public Convenience

• Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC)  
		  – Surface Tenure Permits (Various)

• GNWT Environment and Climate Change (ECC), Regulatory & Permitting Division  
		  – (Pesticide Permit)

• GNWT Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI), Petroleum  
		  – Oil & Gas Licences (Various)

• Transport Canada (TC)  
		  – Approval of Works
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SLUP ZONE(S) & TYPE (adapted from S.3.2 of the Sahtú Land Use Plan)

Special Management Zone (SMZ)			   Conservation Zone (CZ)
Proposed Conservation Initiative (PCI)		  Established Protected Area (EPA) 
General Use Zones (GUZ)

Special Management Zones (SMZ) allow all types of land use other than bulk water 
removal, subject to the general CRs and applicable special management CRs outlined 
in the Plan.  Special management CRs may differ between special management zones; 
some are limited in application to specified zones.

Conservation Zones (CZ) are significant traditional, cultural, heritage and ecological 
areas in which specified land uses are prohibited. Permitted land uses (anything not 
prohibited, or grandfathered uses) are subject to the general CRs and applicable 
special management CRs outlined in the Plan.

Proposed Conservation Initiatives (PCI) are areas for which formal legislated 
protection is being sought through the Protected Areas Strategy, pursuant to 
commitments under the SDMCLCA, or under Parks Canada’s legislation. The 
establishment of a protected area is the intended use of PCIs and is permitted. PCIs 
have the same status as Conservation Zones in the Plan until they are protected under 
other legislation.   

Established Protected Areas (EPA) is the designation given to all legislated protected 
areas once they are fully established. Once an area is designated as an Established 
Protected Area, the Plan no longer provides direction to these areas. Instead, they are 
managed according to their sponsoring legislation and management plans (where 
applicable). As such, EPAs are treated separately than the four zone types in the rest 
of the Plan.

General Use Zones (GUZ) allow all land use except bulk water removal, subject to the 
general CRs outlined in the Plan.

Refer to the Sahtu Land Use Plan (2023) for more information on  
each zone. https://sahtulanduseplan.org/document/621

https://sahtulanduseplan.org/document/621
 https://sahtulanduseplan.org/document/621
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While the 2024 Sahtu Land Use Plan is awaiting confirmation for release, some regulators  
are not aware of the new
		  Zone 41 – South Nahanni Watershed Special Management Zone. 
This new designation is mostly a replacement for the previous
		  Zone 41 – Nááts’ı̨hch’oh Proposed Conservation Initiative. 

Because the previous Zone is still being referred to in submissions, the new Conformity 
Requirement: CR #20 – South Nahanni Watershed that applies to the new Zone is  
being overlooked.

Regulators are encouraged to monitor notices issued by the Sahtú Land Use Planning Board. 
These are sent to our Distribution List, posted on our website, and on social media. To sign-up 
to our Distribution List, please visit our website.

Significantly Increased Activity:
	 Land Use Permit and Water Licence   (SLWB or MVLWB for transboundary applications)
		  Zone 38 -Mackenzie Mountains, Zone 23 Sahtú (Great Bear Lake & Watershed)

Increased activity:
	 Fish and Wildlife Permit    (GNWT-ECC: Fish and Wildlife Research Permit)
		  Zone 38 -Mackenzie Mountains, Oscar Creek, Mackenzie Valley Highway Alignment
	 Mineral Claim, Prospecting Permits, Mineral Lease   (GNWT-ITI MRO or CIRNAC MRO)
		  Zone 38 - Mackenzie Mountains, Zone 41A & D - South Nahanni Watershed, Zone 23  
		  Sahtú (Great Bear Lake & Watershed)

Approximately the same:
	 Archaeology Permit Class 2    (GNWT-ECE) 
	 Fish and Wildlife Permit    (DFO: Licence to Fish for Scientific Purposes)
	 Timber Cutting Permit    (GNWT-ECC: Forestry)
	 Reserve (Lands Reserved for Operations)   (GNWT-ECC: Lands) 
	 Operations Authorization    (OROGO)
	 Scientific Permit    (ECCC/Canadian Wildlife Service)
	 Tourism Operator Licence   (GNWT-ITI: Tourism)

Decreased activity: None

Significantly decreased activity:
	 NWT Scientific Research Licence    (GNWT-ECE: Scientific Services Office)

For more information on CR #20, please refer to the 2024 edition of the  
Sahtú Land Use Implementation Guide, available at:  
 
https://sahtulanduseplan.org/document/642

Special Notice for the 2024/25 Annual Monitoring Report

Trends observed in the 2024/25 Annual Monitoring Report 
compared to previous years

https://sahtulanduseplan.org/document/642
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MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

1 K’alo 
Stantec Ltd.

Class 2 
Archaeology 

Permit  
(2024-009)

Mackenzie  
Valley  

Highway 
Corridor

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity.  

 Only CRs 2-3 apply.

Archaeological impact 
assessment of potential new 
roadcuts and geotechnical 

drilling areas associated with 
the Mackenzie Valley Highway 

Project.



2 K’alo 
Stantec Ltd.

Class 2 
Archaeology 

Permit  
(2024-011)

Mystery 
Island, 

Great Bear 
Lake

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity.  

 Only CRs 2-3 apply.

Archaeological impact 
assessment of the Mystery Island 

Portal (project component) of 
the Great Bear Lake Phase II 

Remediation Project.



 
  

1

2

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

ARCHAEOLOGY - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Education, Culture and  
	      Employment (ECE), PWNHC

  Approved DeniedIn Review

MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

3     N/A
Licence to fish for 

Scientific Purposes 
(S-24/25-3017-YK)

Mackenzie River, near 
Dry Island and Bid 

Smith Creek

SMZ 63 - Deh Cho 
(Mackenzie River)

Scientific 
Research 

4     N/A
Licence to fish for 

Scientific Purposes 
(S-24/25-3007-YK)

Manitou Island
SMZ 25H - Du K'ets'edı 
SMZ  (Sentinel Islands 

SMZ)

Scientific 
Research 

5     N/A
Licence to fish for 

Scientific Purposes 
(S-24/25-3027-YK)

Multiple Locations 
along the Mackenzie 

River (from Sahtú 
boundary to  

Norman Wells)

SMZ 63 - Deh Cho 
(Mackenzie River)

Scientific 
Research 

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area  
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FISH & WILDLIFE - 
Issued by: Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

6 DFO
Licence to fish for 

Scientific Purposes 
(S-24/25-3024-YK)

Great Bear Lake near 
Délı̨nę

SMZ 23 - Sahtú  
(Great Bear Lake & 

Watershed - GBL&W) 

Scientific 
Research 
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SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FISH & WILDLIFE (cont.) - 
Issued by: Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

7 
EDI 

Environmental 
Dynamics Inc.

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501269)

MacMillan 
Pass, 

Mackenzie 
Mountains

CR #1- Land 
Use Zoning 

does not 
apply to this 
activity. Only 

CRs 2-3, 7, 
and 15 apply, 
depending on 

location.

Environment baseline studies for the 
MacMillan Pass Project.   

Bird Surveys - Point counts,  
breeding bird surveys, total bird 

counts, transects and aerial surveys 
(for cliff nesting raptors)  

Aerial Ungulate (caribou and sheep) 
Surveys - late winter, post-calving,  

fall rut, early winter  
Bat Monitoring - Acoustic  

Monitoring using a SM4BAT 
autonomous recording unit.  
Grizzly Bear Den Surveys -  

Conducted via aerial surveys that 
consist of a pilot, navigator, primary 
observer and secondary observer.  
Collared Pika Surveys - Will follow 
Yukon Governments “Protocol for 
detecting collared Pika” protocols.



SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FISH & WILDLIFE  - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Environment and Climate Change  
	      (ECC), Fish and Wildlife

  Approved DeniedIn Review

 
  

7
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MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

8 University of 
Waterloo

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501276)

Multiple locations: 
Mackenzie River, 

Mackenzie 
Mountains,  

Norman Range, 
Willow Lake Area, 
Great Bear Lake 

Watershed.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Community-based Bird 
Harvesting Workshops 
in the Sahtu for PFAS 
analysis.  Evaluating  

PFAS levels in  
hunter-shot birds.



9 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change 
(GNWT-ECC)

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501356)

Mackenzie 
Mountains

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Mackenzie Mountain 
Dall’s sheep survey.  

Assessment of current 
sheep population; 
estimation of Dall’s 

sheep population of the 
Katherine Creek study 
and Palmer Lake areas.



10 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change
(GNWT-ECC)

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501210)

Multiple locations: 
Mackenzie River, 

Mackenzie 
Mountains,  

Norman Range, 
Willow Lake Area, 
Great Bear Lake 

Watershed.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Biodiversity monitoring 
program.   

1. Retrieve 20 
monitoring stations 

where audio recorders, 
wildlife cameras, and 
temperature loggers 

were deployed in 2022 
around Norman Wells.  

2. Maintain 10  
monitoring stations with 
sensors at the Katherine 
Creek sheep study area 

and 5 at the Norman 
Wells hare transects to  

be checked annually for 
the next 5 years.



SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FISH & WILDLIFE (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Environment and Climate Change  
	      (ECC), Fish and Wildlife

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

11 

Sahtú 
Renewable 
Resources 

Board
(SRRB)

Wildlife 
Research 

Permit 
(WL501141)

Mackenzie 
Mountains

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Collection of caribou 
tissue and fecal pellets.  

Compilation of traditional 
and scientific knowledge 
about landscape change  
and caribou population 

ecology using non-invasive 
sampling techniques.



12 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change 
(GNWT-ECC)

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501263)

Multiple 
Locations: 

Areas around 
Colville Lake, 

including 
Lac Belot, 

Lac des Bois, 
Anderson River, 

Aubry and 
Dunedelatue 
Lakes, as well 
as north shore 
of Great Bear 

Lake.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Bluenose West Caribou 
Monitoring.  To conduct 

reconnaissance, composition 
and photo surveys, collar 

and monitor caribou 
movement and range use 

of the Bluenose-West, Cape 
Bathurst and Tuktoyaktuk 

Peninsula caribou herds in 
the Beaufort Delta and Sahtu 

regions.



13 Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501337)

Oscar Creek

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Oscar Creek Bridge 
Relocation.  Identify 

potentially active black  
bear and grizzly bear 

dens near geotechnical 
investigation sites.



14 Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Wildlife 
Research  

Permit 
(WL501304)

Oscar Creek

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Nests on Oscar Creek  
Bridge.  Survey for Raptor 

nests within proposed road 
alignment, access roads, 

bridge location, and quarry 
sites.



SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FISH & WILDLIFE (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Environment and Climate Change  
	      (ECC), Fish and Wildlife

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FISH & WILDLIFE (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Environment and Climate Change	
	      (ECC), Fish and Wildlife

  Approved DeniedIn Review

 
  

15

16

MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

15 Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF) 

Wildlife 
Research Permit 

(WL501338 / 
WL501358)

Mackenzie 
Valley 

Highway 
corridor.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Mackenzie Valley Highway  
2025 Winter Geotechnical 
Project Bear Den Survey.  
Identify potentially active  

black bear and grizzly bear  
dens near geotechnical 

investigation sites.



16 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change 
Canada
(ECCC)

Wildlife 
Research Permit 

(WL501133)

Mackenzie 
Valley 

Highway 
corridor 

near Tulít'a.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does 

not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 

2-3, 7, and 15 
apply, depending 

on location.

Biodiversity monitoring  
program - Mackenzie Valley 

winter road.  Deploy acoustic 
recording units and wildlife 
cameras, bat meters, and 

iButtons in different habitat  
types along the Mackenzie  

Valley winter road.





ññ
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Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

FORESTS - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Environment and Climate Change  
	      (ECC), Forestry

MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

17  

Raven's 
Throat 

Outfitting  
ULC

Timber 
Cutting Permit 
(TP1000077)

Outfitter concession 
area S/OT/05. 

Harvesting fuel wood 
for outfitting season.

SMZ 38 - Mackenzie 
Mountains, CZ 40C 
- Shúhtaot’ı̨nę Néné 

(Mountain Dene Land)

Targeting 60 m³ 
of black spruce 
for fuelwood. 

18  
NWT 

Outfitters  
Ltd.

Timber 
Cutting Permit 
(TP1000099)

June Lake.
CZ 40C - Shúhtaot’ı̨nę 
Néné (Mountain Dene 

Land)

Targeting 2 m³ of 
black spruce for 

fuelwood. 

19  

Raven's 
Throat 

Outfitting  
ULC

Timber 
Cutting Permit 
(TP1000025)

Outfitter concession 
area S/OT/05. 

Harvesting fuel wood 
for outfitting season.

SMZ 38 - Mackenzie 
Mountains, CZ 40C 
- Shúhtaot’ı̨nę Néné 

(Mountain Dene Land)

Targeting 60 m³ 
of black spruce 
for fuelwood. 

  Approved DeniedIn Review SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

 
  

17

19

18
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MAP 
#

PROPONENT /
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

20  

Government of 
the Northwest 

Territories, 
Department of 
Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Land Use  
Permit 

(MV024X0038)

Mackenzie 
Valley 

Winter Road 
between 
Wrigley, 

Tulita, and 
Norman 

Wells.

GUZ, CZ 32 - Petınıɂah 
(Bear Rock), SMZ 50 - 
Norman Range, SMZ 
62 - K'ą́ą́lǫ Túé SMZ 

(Willow Lake Wetlands 
SMZ), SMZ 63 - Deh 

Cho (Mackenzie River)

Miscellaneous 
(X). Geotechnical 

investigations, 
including drilling  
and test-pitting  

within the alignment 
routing corridor 
on the proposed 
Mackenzie Valley 
Highway Project.



21   Fireweed Metals 
Corp.

Land Use Permit  
(MV2024C0037)

Remote 
alpine 

portion  
of the 

Mackenzie 
Mountains.

SMZ 38 - Mackenzie 
Mountains

Mineral Exploration 
(C). Small-scale drill-

based exploration 
program exploring  
for zinc, lead, silver 
and other critical 

minerals such 
as gallium and 

germanium and use 
of an associated 

temporary  
exploration camp.



Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

LAND PERMIT & WATER LICENCE- 
Issued by: Mackenzie Valley Land & Water Board (MVLWB)

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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PROJECT 
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PROJECT

APPROVAL

22  

Crown 
Indigenous 

Relations 
and Northern 

Affairs 
Canada - 

Contaminants 
and 

Remediation 
Division

(CIRNAC-
CARD)

Land Use  
Permit  

(S24D-007)

The Project 
falls within 
the Sahtu 

Great Bear 
Lake and 

Watershed 
(GBL&W) 
Special 

Management 
Zone 

(SMZ#23)

SMZ 23 - 
Sahtú  

(Great Bear 
Lake & 

Watershed 
 - GBL&W)

Mining Exploration - Mine Shaft (D). 
Crown-Indigenous Relations and 

Northern Affairs Canada –  
Contaminants and Remediation 

Division (CIRNAC – CARD) has applied 
for a renewal type B water licence 
(licence) S24L8-004 and a renewal 

type A land use permit (permit) S24D 
-007 for the Great Bear Lake Sites 

Remediation Project. This project is to 
reduce the hazards and environmental 
impacts of abandoned contaminated 
sites which include: Silver Bear Mines 

(including Terra [Nak’a ts’e deh], 
Northrim, Norex, Graham Vein and 

Smallwood Mines), El Bonanza Mine 
and Bonanza Mine), Contact Lake  

Mine [Kw’e K’a tue], the Sawmill Bay 
site and three portal sites (Contact 

Lake Portal, Mystery Island Portal and 
Bear Portal) in the southeast area of 

Great Bear Lake [Sahtú], NT. The time 
requested for the authorizations is  

three years. 



23  

Crown 
Indigenous 

Relations 
and Northern 

Affairs 
Canada - 

Contaminants 
and 

Remediation 
Division

(CIRNAC-
CARD)

Water Licence 
(S24L8-004)

The Project 
falls within 
the Sahtu 

Great Bear 
Lake and 

Watershed 
(GBL&W) 
Special 

Management 
Zone 

(SMZ#23)

SMZ 23 - 
Sahtú  

(Great Bear 
Lake & 

Watershed 
 - GBL&W)

Miscellaneous (L8). Crown-Indigenous 
Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 

– Contaminants and Remediation 
Division (CIRNAC – CARD) has applied 

for a renewal type B water licence 
(licence) S24L8-004 and a renewal 

type A land use permit (permit) S24D 
-007 for the Great Bear Lake Sites 

Remediation Project. This project is to 
reduce the hazards and environmental 
impacts of abandoned contaminated 
sites which include: Silver Bear Mines 

(including Terra [Nak’a ts’e deh], 
Northrim, Norex, Graham Vein and 

Smallwood Mines), El Bonanza Mine 
and Bonanza Mine), Contact Lake Mine 
[Kw’e K’a tue], the Sawmill Bay site and 
three portal sites (Contact Lake Portal, 
Mystery Island Portal and Bear Portal)  

in the southeast area of Great Bear  
Lake [Sahtú], NT. The time requested  
for the authorizations is three years. 



 
  

23

22

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

LAND PERMIT & WATER LICENCE- 
Issued by: Sahtú Land and Water Board (SLWB)

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review



++^̂
MAP 

#
PROPONENT /

COMPANY
AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

24   Integral 
Metals Inc.

Land Use  
Permit  

(S24C-004)

The project 
falls within 
the Special 

Management 
Zone 38 

(Mackenzie 
Mountains)

SMZ 38 - 
Mackenzie 
Mountains

Mineral Exploration (C). Integral 
wishes to apply to the Sahtu Land 

and Water Board for a Type A Land 
Use Permit (LUP) for the following 
activities: (1) Mineral exploration, 
including diamond-drilling and 
reverse-circulation drilling; (2) 

Use of equipment, vehicles and 
machines; (3) Use and storage of 

fuel; (4) Construction, operation and 
maintenance of a temporary camp 
and potential satellite camps; and 

(5) Establishment and maintenance 
of winter-access trails within the 

property.  The LUP application will 
cover a period of five years, with a 

possible two-year extension.  During 
the operation of the exploration 

program, progressive restoration of 
field sample and drill sites will occur 
on an on-going basis. Drilling may 
consist of up to 100 drill holes per 

year, with tentative plans for the first 
year consisting of up to 20 drill holes 
to re-test the area drilled by Cominco 

and Fire Steel Resources. Small 
diameter reverse-circulation (RC) 

drilling is proposed as an alternative 
to infill between diamond holes to 

reduce costs and use of water. While 
these lightweight rigs have many 

positive aspects to them, they provide 
minimal geological and geotechnical 

information and are best used in 
conjunction with diamond drilling.



25  

Government 
of the 

Northwest 
Territories - 
Department 

of 
Infrastructure 
(GNWT-INF)

Water  
Licence  

(S24L8-003)

The project 
falls within 

Special 
Management 

Zone 63 
(Mackenzie 

River)

SMZ 63 - 
Deh Cho 

(Mackenzie 
River)

Miscellaneous (L8). The Project 
includes the relocation of the Oscar 
Creek Bridge located at KM1054.4 

of the Mackenzie Valley Winter Road 
(MVWR) to a location 2.9 kilometres 
(km) to the east (upstream), and the 

re-alignment of the MVWR from 
approximately KM1051 to KM1056 to 
connect with the new bridge location.



 
  

25

24

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

LAND PERMIT & WATER LICENCE (cont.) - 
Issued by: Sahtú Land and Water Board (SLWB)

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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26  

Government  
of the 

Northwest 
Territories - 
Department  

of 
Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Land Use  
Permit  

(S24E-006)

The project 
falls within 

Special 
Management 

Zone 63 
(Mackenzie 

River)

SMZ 63 - Deh 
Cho  

(Mackenzie 
River)

Road Public (E). The Project  
includes the relocation of the  
Oscar Creek Bridge located at 

KM1054.4 of the Mackenzie Valley 
Winter Road (MVWR) to a location 

2.9 kilometres (km) to the east 
(upstream), and the re-alignment 
of the MVWR from approximately 
KM1051 to KM1056 to connect  
with the new bridge location.



27   DEMCo Ltd
Land Use  

Permit  
(S25C-001)

The project 
falls within 

Special 
Management 

Zone 23 
(Great Bear 
Lake & and 
Watershed)

SMZ 23 - 
Sahtú (Great 
Bear Lake & 
Watershed - 

GBL&W)

Mineral Exploration (C). Denendeh 
Exploration and Mining Company 
Limited (""DEMCo"") is the first-
ever Indigenous-owned mining 

exploration business in the 
NWT. It plans to conduct mineral 

exploration activities for iron-
oxide-copper-gold (""IOCG""), 

silver-zinc cadmium and rare earths 
metals. This work is split-interest 
and to occur on Federal Lands 
(contaminated sites inventory 

including the Silver Bear, Norex, 
Smallwood, and Northrim Mines) 

and one lease is on Territorial  
Lands. Because the large majority  

of work is to occur on Federal 
Lands, security will be held only  
with the Federal Government for 
this project. The scope of work 
includes geophysical surveys, 

drone-aerial topographic surveys, 
geological mapping, rock and soil 

sampling and analyses. A camp 
and fuel storage will be set up for 

15 people near the Terra Mine, 
on Federal Land. Site access will 
be through aircraft landing at the 

Terra Mine airstrip or on water, 
and then by foot, truck, ATV, boat, 
snowmachine, and/or helicopter. 
Drilling is planned after two years  

of data collection and analysis  
and has been included in the  

scope of the Permit."



 
  

26
27

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

LAND PERMIT & WATER LICENCE (cont.) - 
Issued by: Sahtú Land and Water Board (SLWB)

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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28  
DélĮnę Got'ine 
Government

(DGG) 

Land Use Permit 
(S25S-002) 

The project 
falls within 

Special 
Management 

Zone 23 ( 
Great Bear 
Lake & and 
Watershed) 

and 33 (Great 
Bear River)

SMZ 23 - 
Sahtú (Great 
Bear Lake & 
Watershed 
- GBL&W), 
SMZ 33 - 

Sahtú Deh 
(Great Bear 

River)

​Geotechnical Investigation 
(S). The DGG has contracted 

Northwest Hydraulic 
Consultant Services to perform 

geotechnical drilling for a 
feasible study for the Project 

located on the Great Bear 
River near DélĮnę, Northwest 
Territories. The exploration 

drilling program will consist of  
a minimum of up to 6  

boreholes. The boreholes 
will up to a depth of 30 m or 

until confirmation of bedrock. 
Drilling pads will be prepared 
in suitable cleared areas. The 
purpose of the geotechnical 
investigation is to determine 

the presence and thickness of 
permafrost by penetrating and 

sampling frozen sediments.



Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

LAND PERMIT & WATER LICENCE (cont.) - 
Issued by: Sahtú Land and Water Board (SLWB)

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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31
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MAP 
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PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 
& TYPE

PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION

PROJECT
APPROVAL

29  

Government  
of the Northwest 

Territories - 
Department  

of Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Reserve 
(096C13056)

Mackenzie 
Development 
Area - Tulit’a 

Zone

SMZ 50 - 
Norman 
Range 

30  

Government  
of the Northwest 

Territories - 
Department  

of Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Reserve 
(096F04004)

Mackenzie 
Development 
Area - Tulit’a 

Zone

GUZ 

31  

Government  
of the Northwest 

Territories - 
Department  

of Infrastructure
(GNWT-INF)

Reserve 
(096F04005)

Mackenzie 
Development 
Area - Tulit’a 

Zone

GUZ 

32   N.W.T. Outfitters Ltd. Reserve 
(105P07001)

Mackenzie 
Mountains

SMZ 38 - 
Mackenzie 
Mountains 

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

LAND PERMIT -
Issued by: GNWT Department of Environment and Climate  
	      Change (ECC), Lands

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)  Approved DeniedIn Review
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34

3537 38

39

36

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

MAP 
#
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COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 

& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

33  
Arcus 

Resources  
PTY Ltd

Mineral Claims 
(3) (M11913 - 

M11915)
086K04

SMZ 23 - Sahtú 
(Great Bear Lake 

& Watershed - 
GBL&W)

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim.


34  DEMCO Ltd Mineral Lease  
(1) (NT-5963) 086F12

SMZ 23 - Sahtú 
(Great Bear Lake 

& Watershed - 
GBL&W)

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

35 Marie Claude 
Leroux

Mineral Claims 
(3) (M12344 - 

M12346)

M12344: 
096M06/07;  
M12345-46: 

095M02

SMZ 38 - 
Mackenzie 
Mountains

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

36 
Redbed 

Resources 
Corp.

Mineral Claim  
(1) (K08267) 095L15

SMZ 38 - 
Mackenzie 
Mountains

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

37 Rackla 
Metals Inc.

Mineral Claims 
(4) (M12066 - 

M12069)

105I10 / 
105I15

SMZ 41D - 
South Nahanni 

Watershed

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

38 Rackla 
Metals Inc.

Mineral Claims 
(3) (M12071 - 

M12073)

105I10 / 
105I15

SMZ 41D - 
South Nahanni 

Watershed

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

39 
Erex 

International 
Ltd.

Mineral Claims 
(11) (M11857 - 

M11867)

105I02 / 
105I03 / 
105I06 / 
105I07

SMZ 41A - 
South Nahanni 

Watershed

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

40 Integral 
Metals Corp.

Mineral Claims 
(6) (M12414 
- M12418, 
M12420)

095M07
SMZ 38 - 

Mackenzie 
Mountains

Mineral Exploration (C).  
Standard application to 

record mineral claim. 

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

MINES & MINERALS -
Issued by: GNWT - Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI)
	      Mining Recorder’s Office

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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41 DEMCo 
Ltd.

Mineral Claims 
(3) (K91401 - 

K91403)

SE -Great Bear 
Lake 086F12 

SMZ 23 - Sahtú 
(Great Bear Lake 

& Watershed - 
GBL&W)

Mineral Exploration.  
Standard application to 
record a mineral claim. 

42  DEMCo 
Ltd.

Mineral Claims 
(5) (K91404 - 

K91408)

Great Bear Lake 
086E09 - Terra 

Ridge/Rainy Lake

SMZ 23 - Sahtú 
(Great Bear Lake 

& Watershed - 
GBL&W)

Mineral Exploration.  
Standard application to 
record a mineral claim. 

43 
White Cliff 
Minerals  

Ltd.

Mineral Claims 
(2) (K20039 - 

K20040)

Great Bear Lake 
- Glacier Lake 

086K06

SMZ 23 - Sahtú 
(Great Bear Lake 

& Watershed - 
GBL&W)

Mineral Exploration.  
Standard application to 
record a mineral claim. 

 
  

43

42 41

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

MAP 
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PROJECT
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44 MGM Energy

Operations 
Authorization 

(OA-2019-002-
MGM)

Sites east of 
Colville Lake, 

just south of Lac 
Manoir, and sites 
south of Colville 

Lake.

GUZ Well Abandonment 

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area  
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

MINES & MINERALS
Issued by: Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada  
	      (CIRNAC), Mining Recorder’s Office

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

OIL AND GAS -
Issued by: Office of the Regulator of Oil and Gas Operations
	      (OROGO)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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45   Kirsty  
Gurney

Scientific  
Permit (SC-NR-
2024-NT-001)

Sites near  
Fort Good 

Hope, 
Délı̨nę, and 

Tulít'a.

CR #1- Land 
Use Zoning 

does not apply 
to this activity.  

Only CRs 
2-3, 7, 14, 15, 
and 20 apply, 
depending on 

location.

This is a community-based project 
that was implemented with the 

support of local Renewable 
Resource Council members and  
the K’ahsho Got’ine Foundation  
(Fort Good Hope) and will help 

harvesters to better understand the 
health of wild birds consumed in 
the Sahtu region. Local volunteer 

hunters will provide waterfowl 
carcasses, free of charge, at a “Wild 
Bird Health Workshop” within the 
Sahtu communities in the spring 

(and possibly fall) for the next few 
years. Researchers will collect  

muscle and tissue samples from 
several organs for subsequent 

analyses. After the bird is dissected, 
the carcass will be returned to 
the harvester for consumption. 

Collected samples will be brought 
back to the Prairie and Northern 
Wildlife Research Centre labs, in 
Saskatoon, SK for analyses, which 

may include disease, contaminants, 
stable isotopes and anything else 

the community may have  
concerns about.



Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

SCIENCE - 
Issued by: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) 
	      Canadian Wildlife Service

 
  

45

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area  
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

SCIENCE 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Education, Culture and Employment  
	      (ECE), Scientific Services Office
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SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

  Approved DeniedIn Review

MAP 
#
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PROJECT

APPROVAL

46  

Centre 
for Earth 

Observation 
Science  

(U Manitoba)

NWT Scientific 
Research 
Licence  
(17517)

Fort Good 
Hope to 
Rampart 

Rapids along 
Mackenzie 

River

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does not  

apply to this activity. 
Only CRs 2-3, 7, 14, 

15, and 20 apply, 
depending on 

location.

Temporal trend studies 
of trace metals and 

halogenated organic 
contaminants (HOCs) 

including new and 
emerging persistent 

compounds, in Mackenzie 
River burbot, Fort Good 

Hope, NWT



47 
Geological 
Survey of 
Canada

NWT Scientific 
Research 
Licence  
(17523)

Katherine 
Creek, Little 
Bear River, 
Inlin Brook 

in Mackenzie 
Mountains

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does not  

apply to this activity. 
Only CRs 2-3, 7, 14, 

15, and 20 apply, 
depending on 

location.

GEM Geo-North: 
Cretaceous black shales 
and glacial history in the 

central Mackenzie


48 
GNWT-

ECC Water 
Management

NWT Scientific 
Research 
Licence  
(17529)

Multiple 
Locations 
along the 
Mackenzie 

River

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does not  

apply to this activity. 
Only CRs 2-3, 7, 14, 

15, and 20 apply, 
depending on 

location.

Community based Water 
Quality Monitoring 

49 

Institut 
national de 
la recherche 
scientifique

NWT Scientific 
Research 
Licence  
(17543)

Locations in 
the Ts'udé 

Nı̨lį́né Tuyeta 
Protected 
Area, and 
Fossil Lake 
near Fort 

Good Hope.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does not  

apply to this activity. 
Only CRs 2-3, 7, 14, 

15, and 20 apply, 
depending on 

location.

How are changes on 
the land affecting water 
resources around Fort 

Good Hope and Ts’udé 
Nı̨lį́nę Tuyeta?



50 

Northwest 
Territories 
Geological 

Survey

NWT Scientific 
Research 
Licence  
(17563)

Howard's Pass.

CR #1- Land Use 
Zoning does not  

apply to this activity. 
Only CRs 2-3, 7, 14, 

15, and 20 apply, 
depending on 

location.

Geologic controls on zinc 
and vanadium deposits  

in the Canadian  
Cordilleran mountains


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51   University of 
Alberta

NWT Scientific 
Research Licence 

(17572)

Mackenzie 
River between 

Billy Creek 
and Johnson 

River, 
locations 

near FGH and 
south and 

west of Tulit’a

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 2-3, 

7, 14, 15, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Characterization of 
recent permafrost 

landslides and  
ground ice  

distribution in the 
central Mackenzie 

Valley



52   Stantec
NWT Scientific 

Research Licence 
(17582)

Seventy 
locations on 

the Mackenzie 
River between 
the Deh Cho 
border and 

Norman Wells

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 2-3, 

7, 14, 15, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Permafrost Integrity 
and Remediation 

Potential of Drilling 
Waste Sumps in the 
Central Mackenzie 

Valley, NWT.



53 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change 
Canada 
(ECCC)

NWT Scientific 
Research Licence 

(17589)

Great Bear 
Lake

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 
activity. Only CRs 2-3, 

7, 14, 15, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Influence of  
Permafrost Continuity 
on Groundwater Flow 
and Carbon Fate and 

Transport.



Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area  
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

SCIENCE (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Education, Culture and Employment  
	      (ECE), Scientific Services Office
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SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)
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& TYPE
PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
PROJECT

APPROVAL

54   963912 
NWT Ltd.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-4-2024)

Great Bear Lake

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 

activity. Only CRs 2-3, 4, 
14, 15, 18, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Remote Fishing 
Lodge. TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.



55  
Arctic 

Red River 
Outfitters

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-13-2024)

Mackenzie 
Mountains,  

Zone G/OT/01

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 

activity. Only CRs 2-3, 4, 
14, 15, 18, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Big Game 
Outfitter. TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.



56   Canol 
Outfitters

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-21-2024)

Mackenzie 
Mountains, Zone 
S/OT/03, Norman 
Wells, Fort Good 

Hope, Tulit’a, 
Délı̨nę 

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 

activity. Only CRs 2-3, 4, 
14, 15, 18, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Big Game Outfitter.  
TOL Approved 
from ITI Licence 
Administrator.



57   CNA Ltd.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-17-2024)

Bear River, Keele 
River, Natla River, 
Redstone River, 

Ravensthroat River 
(Tulit’a District), 
Mountain River, 

Horton River 
(K’asho Got’ine 

District),  
Anderson River 
(Délı̨nę District)

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 

activity. Only CRs 2-3, 4, 
14, 15, 18, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Paddling Operator.  
TOL Approved 
from ITI Licence 
Administrator.



58   Dechenla 
Lodge

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-15-2024)

Mile 212 Canol 
Heritage Trail

CR #1- Land Use Zoning 
does not apply to this 

activity. Only CRs 2-3, 4, 
14, 15, 18, and 20 apply, 
depending on location.

Remote Lodge.  
TOL Approved 
from ITI Licence 
Administrator.



Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

TOURISM - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment  
	      (ITI), Tourism

  Approved DeniedIn Review
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59   Drum Lake 
Lodge

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-16-2024)

Drum Lake

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Remote Lodge.  
TOL Approved 
from ITI Licence 
Administrator.



60   Gana River 
Outfitters

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-3-2024)

Mackenzie 
Mountains,  

Palmer Lake,  
Zone S/OT/01

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Big Game 
Outfitter.  TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.


61   Great Bear 
Lake Lodge

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-5-2024)

Great Bear Lake, 
Zone S/MX/01 and 

S/BC/01, Horton 
River, Coppermine 

River

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Remote Fishing 
Lodge.  TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.


62   Grey Goose 
Lodge

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-10-2024)

Great Bear Lake, 
Délı̨nę District, 
Zone S/MX/01,  

S/BC/01

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Tourism Lodge.  
TOL Approved 
from ITI Licence 
Administrator.



63  
Mackenzie 
Mountain 

Outfitters Ltd.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-8-2024)

Mackenzie 
Mountains Zone  

S/OT/02

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Big Game 
Outfitter.  TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.


64  
Mountain 

River 
Outfitters

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-1-2024)

Canol Heritage 
Trail, Horton 

River, Keele River, 
Mackenzie River, 
Mountain River

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Eco-Tourism 
Operator.  TOL 
Approved from 

ITI Licence 
Administrator.



SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)

Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

TOURISM (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment  
	      (ITI), Tourism

  Approved DeniedIn Review

 
  

59

60

61

6263

64



SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN    |    ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT    |   2024/25 3131

MAP 
#

PROPONENT / 
COMPANY

AUTHORIZATION / 
PERMIT REQUEST LOCATION SLUP ZONE(S) 
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65   North-Wright 
Airways Ltd.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-2-2024)

Canol Heritage 
Trail, Kelly Lake, 
Great Bear Lake, 

Manuel Lake, 
Turton Lake, 
Colville Lake, 
Drum Lake,  
Dodo Lake, 

Carcajou River, 
Canol Lake,  
Muir Lake,  

Dusty Lake,  
Gana Lake, 

Godlyn Lake, 
Goober Lake, 
Grotto Lake,  

Three Day Lake, 
Fish Lake,  

Bracket River, 
Mahony Lake, 
Sam McCrae 

Lake, Florence 
Lake, Doris Lake, 
Blackwater Lake, 

Boomerang 
Lake, Mackenzie 

Mountains, 
Natla-Keele River, 

O’Grady Lakes, 
Mountain River, 
Anderson River, 

Horton River,  
Duo Lakes,  
Snake and  

Bonnet Plume, 
Trout Lake, Little 

Dal Lake, Red 
Stone, Moose 

Ponds, McClusky, 
Ravensthroat, 

Town of Norman 
Wells, Sahtu 

Region

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Eco-Tourism 
Operator.   

TOL Approved 
from ITI Licence 
Administrator.



Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

TOURISM (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment  
	      (ITI), Tourism

  Approved DeniedIn Review SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)
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MAP 
#
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PROJECT
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66  
NWT 

Outfitters  
Ltd.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-9-2024)

June Lake, Keele 
River, Zone S/

OT/04

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Big Game 
Outfitter.  TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.


67  
Ram Head 
Outfitters  

Inc.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-6-2024)

Godlin Lake, 
Godlin River

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Eco-Tourism 
Operator.  TOL 
Approved from 

ITI Licence 
Administrator.



68  

Raven’s 
Throat 

Outfitters 
ULC

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-22-2024)

Dal Lake,  
Hay Hook Lake, 

Mackenzie 
Mountains, Zone 

S/OT/05, All 
watershed within 

S/OT/05

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Big Game 
Outfitter.  TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.


69  
Sahtu 

Adventures 
Inc.

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-23-2024)

Bear Rock, Canol 
Heritage Trail, 

Franklin Mountain 
Range, Great  

Bear Lake, Keele 
River, Kelly Lake, 

Sahtu Region, 
Tulit’a District

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Eco-Tourism 
Operator.  TOL 
Approved from 

ITI Licence 
Administrator.



70 
Norman 

Wells Land 
Corporation

Tourism 
Operator 
Licence  

(SA-27-2024)

Norman Wells/
Canol Heritage 

Trail,  
Tulit’a District

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Cultural Tourism 
Operator.  TOL 
Approved from 

ITI Licence 
Administrator.



71   Keele River 
Outfitters Ltd.

Tourism 
Operator 

Licence (SA-38-
2024)

Mackenzie 
Mountains, Zone 
S/OT/03, Norman 
Wells, Fort Good 

Hope, Tulita, 
Deline

CR #1- Land Use Zoning does 
not apply to this activity. Only 
CRs 2-3, 4, 14, 15, 18, and 20 

apply, depending on location.

Big Game 
Outfitter.  TOL 

Approved from 
ITI Licence 

Administrator.


Permits & Authorizations Issued in the SLUP Area 
Issued between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025

TOURISM (cont.) - 
Issued by: GNWT Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment  
	      (ITI), Tourism

  Approved DeniedIn Review SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN AREA
KEY MAP (see ‘Map #’ in table)
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Numbering on the map is associated with the numbering in the "Permits & Authorizations
Issued in the Sahtú Land Use Plan Area between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025"
table.

Some of the authorizations & dispositions displayed cover a large area comprising multiple
SLUP Zones, with the point location representing an approximate area.  Please see the
above mentioned table for more information.
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PROGRESS TOWARD ACTIONS & 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Sahtú Land Use Plan (“Plan”) contains Actions and Recommendations 
that are intended to guide the Sahtú Land Use Planning Board (“SLUPB”), 
applicants, and regulators responsible for implementing the Plan.  The Plan 
states “approving Parties agree to make reasonable efforts to complete 
all Actions pertaining to them”.  Recommendations are advisory in nature, 
where “applicants and regulators are asked to consider and implement 
recommendations whenever feasible and appropriate” (p.41, Sahtú Land 
Use Plan, 2023).

As was the case in previous reporting periods, many Regulators have not 
issued any authorizations or dispositions during the 2024/25 reporting 
period, while others have only issued a few.  Regulators with many 
authorizations or dispositions issued, as shown in the tables included in this 
report, may be annual renewals.  This is the case for most Tourism Operator 
Licences issued during the reporting period.  These are not new licences; 
therefore, it is not possible to get good metrics of how the Conformity 
Requirements of the Plan have been interpreted in their issuance, because 
the proponent is renewing an existing licence.

We can see that the development slowdown that has been witnessed in the 
Sahtú Settlement Area for the past decade continued through the 2024/25 
reporting period.  However, there is an uptick in mineral claims, work 
towards the future construction of the Mackenzie Valley Highway supported 
through variance authorizations issued (i.e. archaeology investigations, 
land use permits, etc.), and remediation projects throughout the region.  
While the Sahtú Land Use Plan has not been significantly tested against the 
industrial development that was anticipated in the region, mainly in oil and 
gas, the continued staking of mineral claims throughout the region in the 
Mackenzie Mountains and the south shore of Great Bear Lake shows that 
there may be development in the future if there are significant finds that are 
economically feasible.

Other significant projects on the minds of Sahtú Settlement Area residents, 
such as those in the oil and gas sector in the Norman Wells Proven Area, 
fall within community boundaries.  These are areas where the Sahtú Land 
Use Plan does not apply (as communities have their own land use plan), 
therefore any authorizations or dispositions issued by Regulators for 
activities on lands within community boundaries are not included in this 
report.

The following represents the information that was provided by Regulators and the 
SLUPB on the Actions and Recommendations that are relevant to their work.
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SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT:
1.	 “The SLUPB will make reasonable efforts to establish and 

lead a Sahtu Land Use Working Group as a collaborative 
forum through which to discuss, study and resolve key 
regional land use issues, and Plan implementation 
issues. 

2.	 The SLUPB will chair the Working Group, which will 
consist of equal representation from Sahtu aboriginal 
organizations, and from government, regulators, industry 
and environmental organizations. Other participants may 
be invited from time to time to participate as resource 
people. Quorum requirements will be set to ensure 
adequate involvement of aboriginal organizations and 
government in all meetings. 

3.	 The SLUPB will hold Working Group meetings as 
needed, in person or via teleconference to advance key 
planning issues and identify solutions for consideration 
in future Plan amendments. 

4.	 The Working Group members will collaboratively set 
priorities, develop annual workplans, and identify 
sources of funding as needed to advance this work.”

ACTION #1: 
Sahtú Land Use Working Group
Responsibility: Sahtú Land Use Planning Board
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SAHTÚ LAND USE PLANNING BOARD (SLUPB) 
PROGRESS REPORT:

In the 2024/2025 reporting period, the SLUPB did not 
convene a Working Group.  Similar to past years, the 
SLUPB has been focusing on more targeted and strategic 
approaches for the Working Group, such as working in 
close collaboration with its Planning Partners to discuss 
specific issues and continued community engagement.  

Community engagement in the 2024/2025 reporting 
period included visits to Sahtú communities along with 
the Sahtú Land & Water Board, hosting an open house to 
provide information about the co-management boards, 
and to listen to concerns from community members.  This 
format is successful at attracting turnout from community 
members, with the end goal to bring awareness so that 
community members are ready to discuss important 
topics in future consultation sessions.  This outreach also 
includes activities with high school students, so that they 
feel empowered to be involved in land management in the 
Sahtú.  All the meeting summaries are posted to the Board’s 
online registry.  

A formal Working Group is not productive to the work of 
the SLUPB, with the current strategy as explained above 
receiving better attention.  Furthermore, there was one 
attempt in the past to establish the formal Working Group, 
which had very little interest from Planning Partners.  The 
original intent of the Working Group was to allow for better 
communication and coordination between communities 
and organizations involved in land use in the region, 
improve relationships, gain access to relevant information, 
and provide for adaptive learning and management within 
the Sahtú Settlement Area, which the SLUPB is already 
doing through other processes.

ACTION #1: 
Sahtú Land Use Working Group  (cont.)



SAHTÚ LAND USE PLAN    |    ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT    |   2024/25 39

As the SLUPB moves towards starting work on their 
next 5-Year Review in 2026, it may establish targeted 
engagement sessions to bring people together to 
discuss issues that may be addressed through the Sahtú 
Land Use Plan.  In previous reports, it indicated that 
there would also be targeted engagement on its Stream 
2 Monitoring & Evaluation to review the goals and 
objectives of the land use plan.  The results of this work 
will be published in autumn of 2025.

39



SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT: 
“All government departments and agencies and 
other bodies having monitoring and enforcement 
responsibilities will make reasonable efforts to consider 
the zone designation in setting their inspection and 
enforcement priorities, recognizing that Conservation 
Zones, Proposed Conservation Initiatives and Special 
Management Zones have been identified as sensitive 
areas requiring a higher level of care.”

CANADA ENERGY REGULATOR (CER) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.

CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE, ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE CANADA (ECCC-CWS) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“none to report”.

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA 
(DFO) PROGRESS REPORT:
“DFO Conservation and Protection (C&P) did not 
complete any activities last fiscal in the Sahtu, nor did 
they receive any reports/complaints.”
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ACTION #2: 
Inspection and Enforcement Priorities
Responsibility: Government departments and other agencies
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REGULATORY AND PERMITTING 
DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC) 
PROGRESS REPORT:
No progress was reported on this 
recommendation in the 2024/25 
reporting period.

WILDLIFE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT  
OF ENVIRONMENT CLIMATE 
CHANGE, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC-
WILDLIFE) PROGRESS REPORT:
“Sahtú Region ECC supported patrols 
of the Tuyeta Protected area as per 
the establishment agreement. One 
investigation was conducted related 
to unlawful harvest of a moose within 
the protected area. A conviction was 
registered by the court with a summary 
offence fine being paid by the 
offender.  ECC considers all land use 
zone designations when conducting 
operations.”
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SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT: 
“Wildlife managers (ENR, CWS, PCA, SRRB and DFO) 
will make reasonable efforts to share, as circumstances 
require, current available data on important and critical 
wildlife habitat for fish, furbearers, waterfowl, raptors, 
barren-ground caribou, mountain and boreal woodland 
caribou, moose, muskox, mountain goats, Dall’s sheep, 
grizzly bears and black bears. Data will be provided 
subject to laws of general application regarding privacy 
and access to information.”

CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE, ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE CANADA PROGRESS REPORT:
“Access to data is available on request.”

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA 
(DFO) PROGRESS REPORT:
“DFO Science continues to work on projects on Great 
Bear Lake with DélĮnę community members, the SRRB 
and Cumulative Impact Monitoring Program. The 
projects involve the collection of information on: fish 
and fish habitat at depth; water quality information; and 
information on organisms at lower trophic levels that 
could be food for fish.  This information has been shared 
with communities and the Sahtu Renewable Resource 
Board (SRRB) through plain language documents, 
community meetings and other online resources.”

PARKS CANADA AGENCY (PCA) PROGRESS REPORT:
“Nááts’Įhch’oh NPR provides this information in-
person through conversations, at meetings, and 
presentations to different organizations. It is also 
provided through newsletters and direct communication 
with the organizations we work with, including the land 
management corporations. Information is also available 
via our website.”
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ACTION #3: 
Access to Wildlife Information
Responsibility: Wildlife Managers
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SAHTÚ RENEWABLE RESOURCES BOARD (SRRB) 
PROGRESS REPORT:
“The SRRB is the main instrument of wildlife co-
management in the Sahtú Settlement Area, with 
responsibilities under the Sahtú Dene and Métis 
Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement. In line with 
the SLUP’s Actions & Recommendations—particularly 
those related to Wildlife Data Sharing—the SRRB has 
continued to collaborate with Sahtú communities, 
Renewable Resources Councils (RRCs), governments, 
and researchers to monitor and protect key species and 
habitats in the region.
Since 2017, the SRRB has worked closely with Nature 
United (NU) on strategic initiatives aligned with the 
Land Claim Agreement, the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the 
Convention on Biodiversity, and Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. One flagship initiative of this 
collaboration is the Nı́o Nę̨ P’ęnę́ – Trails of the Mountain 
Caribou program—a five-year, Indigenous-led research 
effort focused on renewing Indigenous relationships in 
conservation.
Mountain Caribou – Nı́o Nę̨ P’ęnę́ GIS Hub and 
Collaborative Research: During the reporting period, 
the SRRB, alongside Nature United and community 
leadership from Tulít’a, Norman Wells, and Fort Good 
Hope, continued to support the Nı́o Nę̨ P’ęnę́ project. 
A central component of this work is the development 
and enhancement of the Nı́o Nę̨ P’ęnę́ ArcGIS Hub—a 
geospatial tool designed to support community 
conservation planning, stewardship, and wildlife 
monitoring. The GIS Hub brings together maps, photos, 
audio recordings, documents, and spatial data, making 
it a shared and accessible platform for decision-makers, 
youth, Guardians, knowledge holders, and partners.
The Hub was established through technical training and 
ongoing support provided by Nature United and 
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ACTION #3: 
Access to Wildlife Information (cont.)

Responsibility: Wildlife Managers

SAHTÚ RENEWABLE RESOURCES BOARD (SRRB) 
PROGRESS REPORT:  (cont.)

has become a vital tool for strengthening communication 
and data sharing within and between communities.
Additionally, genetic research on the Redstone herd, 
conducted in partnership with Environment and Climate 
Change Canada (ECCC) and Trent University, continued 
to provide valuable insights into caribou movement and 
family relationships. These findings are co-produced 
with community input and contribute to understanding 
caribou conservation from both Indigenous and scientific 
perspectives.
All wildlife and habitat data collected and shared by the 
SRRB during this reporting period adheres to applicable 
privacy and data-sharing protocols and is managed 
in accordance with principles that uphold Indigenous 
Knowledge sovereignty and community ownership.
Work is ongoing related to Tǫdzı Nę́nę́ range planning. 
The SRRB expects that within the 2025-2026 fiscal 
year, more information will be gathered about tǫdzı 
habitat that may be relevant to the SLUP. This will be 
shared when appropriate with the SLUPB to ensure that 
the co-management system can function and the two 
Boards can collaborate to ensure that both are meeting 
their mandates. The SRRB appreciates the SLUPB’s 
involvement so far in the process, and the SRRB will 
ensure that invitations continue to be extended so that 
the next review of the SLUP can include any necessary 
updates based on new information about tǫdzı habitat.”
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
CULTURE AND EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT OF 
THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECE-SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH) PROGRESS REPORT
“Wildlife information does not apply to scientific research 
licences. All wildlife research is permitted by Department 
of Environment and Climate Change (previously named 
ENR).”

WILDLIFE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC-WILDLIFE) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“ECC works directly with Co-Management partners, 
SRRB, RRCs harvesters, universities and federal agencies.  
Results are shared with our partners.  Projects of note 
are permafrost monitoring, ground water monitoring, 
community-based water monitoring, black bear 
monitoring, caribou monitoring, and observation of 
impacts of wildfire.”



SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT: 
“DFO, GNWT-ENR, and the SLWB will make reasonable 
efforts to work with communities as requested to discuss 
community concerns related to water withdrawal, DFO’s 
winter water withdrawal protocol, and alternative solutions to 
water withdrawal related to specific projects.”

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA 
(DFO) PROGRESS REPORT:
“DFO’s winter water withdrawal protocol is in effect but 
does not require an applicant to submit a request for 
authorization for water withdrawals within the protocol.”

REGULATORY AND PERMITTING DIVISION, DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE, 
GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC) 
PROGRESS REPORT:
“As stated in previous reports, GNWT-ENR (now GNWT - 
ECC) and Land and Water Boards of the Mackenzie Valley 
formed a working group in 2019 with other interested 
parties to discuss alternative methods for water withdrawal 
related to water licence applications. This was in response to 
concerns from smaller-scale industrial users who indicated 
that the cost and effort of conducting bathymetric surveys 
was not aligned with the small impacts of their activities and 
their limited budget. Through this work the “Method for 
Determining Available Winter Water Use Capacity for Small-
Scale Projects” was developed and finalized in April 2021.  
As well, GNWT and others continue to fund and conduct 
research related to bathymetric methods to provide field 
methods to assess available water in potential water 
sources. 
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ACTION #4: 
Water Withdrawals
Responsibility: DFO, GNWT-ENR (GNWT-ECC), SLWB
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Also, GNWT-ECC continues to provide advice to the 
Sahtu Land and Water Board on all water licence 
applications in the Sahtu, including related to water 
withdrawal. 

Finally, GNWT-ECC worked with a consultant to pull 
all existing bathymetric data from the Land and Water 
Boards’ public registry and then worked with GNWT-
Geomatics to upload this data on CIMP’s Inventory for 
Landscape Change. As a result, all bathymetric data 
that was available has been consolidated in one public 
database for use by industry, researchers, or other 
parties.”

SAHTÚ LAND & WATER BOARD (SLWB) AND 
MACKENZIE VALLEY LAND & WATER BOARD (MVLWB) 
PROGRESS REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.
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SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT:
1.	 “ENR is encouraged to provide interested parties with 

a paper copy of the Annual Air Quality Report, and 
direct them to ENR’s Air Quality Programs Coordinator 
as necessary. 

2.	 ENR is encouraged to continue to study the feasibility 
and advisability of expanding the air quality 
monitoring network in the NWT. This will be based 
primarily on industrial development, population 
growth, and available resources. 

3.	 ENR is encouraged to continue to develop air quality 
related regulations, guidelines and/or standards, 
as appropriate, for application within territorial 
jurisdiction through the NWT Environmental  
Protection Act. 

4.	 Regulators are encouraged to recommend to those 
applying for permits, licences or other authorizations 
that they conduct all activities in the SSA in conformity 
with the standards set out in the GNWT’s Guidelines 
for Ambient Air Quality Standards, and other 
applicable federal or territorial regulations, guidelines 
or standards as they are developed.”

No progress was reported on this recommendation in 
the 2024/25 reporting period.

RECOMMENDATION #1: 
Air Quality
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SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT:
“Applicants and regulators are encouraged to integrate an 
analysis of the effects of climate change into proposed land 
use activities, including structures and operations. These 
effects should be accommodated in the design, operation, 
and closure and reclamation of the proposed activities. 
Throughout the planning, development, and management 
phases, applicants and regulators are also encouraged 
to assess, report, and monitor how proposed activities 
contribute to climate change and take steps to minimize such 
effects.”

CANADA ENERGY REGULATOR (CER) PROGRESS REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.

CANADIAN NUCLEAR SAFETY COMMISSION (CNSC) 
PROGRESS REPORT:
“There were no changes to report for the Port Radium licence 
during the April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025 reporting period.”

CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE, ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE CANADA (ECCC-CWS) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“none to report”.

RECOMMENDATION #2: 
Climate Change
Responsibility: Applicants and regulators



DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA 
(DFO) PROGRESS REPORT:
“The sustainable development objectives and plans of 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and the Canadian 
Coast Guard (CCG) are set out in the 2023-2027 
Departmental Sustainable Development Strategy (DSDS). 
Under that Strategy, DFO/CCG committed to integrating 
climate considerations into policies, programs, and 
decision-making processes; prioritizing climate 
change adaptation measures to ensure the resilience 
of Canada’s fisheries and oceans; and contributing to 
global efforts on climate change through strategies to 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and reduce the 
department’s footprint. The department committed to 
investing in clean and renewable energy sources and 
promoting sustainable and climate-resilient practices 
to support the transition to a low-carbon economy. 
DFO continues to implement sustainable fisheries 
management approaches that respond to changing 
environmental conditions, including climate change. 
(For more information, please see: https://waves-vagues.
dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/41208833.pdf.) The 
department’s most recent progress report on Sustainable 
Development Goals can be found here: 2023-2024 
Departmental Sustainable Development Strategy 
Report. In 2024-2025, results achieved included that 
DFO continued to refine and implement its Operational 
Fleet Decarbonization Plan and the CCG continued 
to develop a roadmap to increase its resilience to the 
impacts of climate change on its programs, services, and 
operations.”
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https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/41208833.pdf.
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FORESTRY DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC-FORESTRY) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.

LANDS DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES (ECC-LANDS) PROGRESS REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.

SURFACE TENURE / MINING RECORDER’S OFFICE, 
CROWN-INDIGENOUS RELATIONS AND NORTHERN 
AFFAIRS CANADA (CIRNAC-MRO) PROGRESS REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.

MINING RECORDER’S OFFICE, DEPARTMENT OF 
INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND INVESTMENT, GOVERNMENT 
OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ITI-MRO) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“The Mining Recorder’s Office does not regulate land use 
activities or improvements on the land. The MRO issues 
subsurface mineral tenure only and does not have further 
requirements for management of the land or proposed 
activities on the land. Any reporting requirements are 
based on exploration work, but do not relate directly to 
land use activities that are legislated by other bodies.”

OFFICE OF THE REGULATOR OF OIL AND GAS 
OPERATIONS (OROGO) PROGRESS REPORT:
“One operations authorization was issued for well 
abandonment operations (six wells). The proposed 
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OFFICE OF THE REGULATOR OF OIL AND GAS 
OPERATIONS (OROGO) PROGRESS REPORT:   (cont.) 
activities were unlikely to contribute significantly to climate 
change due to their limited scope.”

OIL AND GAS DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, 
TOURISM AND INVESTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ITI-O&G) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“Any proposed activities were unlikely to contribute 
significantly to climate change due to their limited scope.”

PRINCE OF WALES NORTHERN HERITAGE CENTRE, 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, CULTURE AND 
EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES (ECE-PWNHC) PROGRESS REPORT:
“Not addressed”.

REGULATORY AND PERMITTING DIVISION, DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE, 
GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC) 
PROGRESS REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.

SAHTÚ LAND & WATER BOARD (SLWB) AND MACKENZIE 
VALLEY LAND & WATER BOARD (MVLWB) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
No progress was reported on this recommendation in the 
2024/25 reporting period.
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
CULTURE AND EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECE) PROGRESS REPORT:
“See specific research projects for more information” (no 
departmental initiatives reported).

TRANSPORT CANADA (TC) PROGRESS REPORT:
“N/A - There were no applications for a Canadian 
Navigable Waters Act approval received by Transport 
Canada in the Sahtu Planning Region in 2024/2025.”

TOURISM DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, 
TOURISM AND INVESTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ITI-TOURISM) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“Encourage TOL holders to apply for funding to address 
issues faced by the respective business with respect to 
climate change. This includes addressing infrastructure 
impacted by changing effects of climate and providing 
funding to reduce reliance on fossil fuels.”.

WILDLIFE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (ECC-WILDLIFE) PROGRESS 
REPORT:
“Climate change is considered in reviewing applications 
for land use permits, water licences and development.”



SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT: 
“Where deemed necessary by the community, Applicants 
are encouraged to fund the local Renewable Resources 
Council (RRC) to hire an independent, qualified 
community land use monitor, and support the monitor. 
In the case of small-scale activities where little to no 
environmental impact is expected, applicants are 
encouraged to employ a community research assistant 
instead.”

The SLUPB hoped it would have some insight regarding 
this recommendation for the FY2024-25 reporting 
period.  Community engagement sessions continued to 
be held in many Sahtú communities during this period 
(as in prior years).  These are part of the SLUPB’s goal to 
rebuild and maintain relationships with the communities 
it serves.  Staff have also attended meetings in multiple 
communities regarding Indigenous Conserved and 
Protected Area initiatives.  It continues to be evident 
that communities are not ready to have conversations 
regarding the effectiveness of Recommendations in the 
Sahtú Land Use Plan, such as this one.  These meetings 
and engagement sessions mainly focused on the basics 
of land use planning and how we got to where we are 
today.  The Sahtú Land Use Plan’s Stream 2 Monitoring & 
Evaluation report will be published in the autumn of 2025 
and may provide some insight into this recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION #3: 
Community Land Use Monitors
Responsibility: Applicants
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SAHTU LAND USE PLAN - EXCERPT:
“Applicants are encouraged to avoid waste of usable 
resources and share any incidental harvest with  
nearby communities.”

The SLUPB hoped it would have some insight regarding 
this recommendation for the FY2024-25 reporting 
period.  Community engagement sessions continued to 
be held in many Sahtú communities during this period 
(as in prior years).  These are part of the SLUPB’s goal to 
rebuild and maintain relationships with the communities 
it serves.  Staff have also attended meetings in multiple 
communities regarding Indigenous Conserved and 
Protected Area initiatives.  It continues to be evident 
that communities are not ready to have conversations 
regarding the effectiveness of Recommendations in the 
Sahtú Land Use Plan, such as this one.  These meetings 
and engagement sessions mainly focused on the basics 
of land use planning and how we got to where we are 
today.  The Sahtú Land Use Plan’s Stream 2 Monitoring & 
Evaluation report will be published in the autumn of 2025 
and may provide some insight into this recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION #4: 
Incidental Harvest
Responsibility: Applicants
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NEXT STEPS
The Sahtú Land Use Planning Board (“SLUPB”) is proud to say that this 
is the fifth report that has been released as part of its monitoring and 
evaluation of the Sahtú Land Use Plan (“Plan”).  The SLUPB continues 
to work with Regulators, educating them about the Plan, working with 
them on what needs to be reported, and streamlining the process.  The 
information provided by Regulators helps the SLUPB evaluate how the Plan 
is being interpreted and implemented, forming the Stream 1 Monitoring 
& Evaluation of the Plan.  Outcomes from this will help inform the Plan’s 
next 5-Year Review, and whether there will need to be changes to certain 
sections to improve its clarity and in turn, improve its implementation.  As 
reported previously, the SLUPB looks forward to continued dialogue with 
Regulators to understand their needs when it comes to implementing and 
reporting on the Plan, all while receiving feedback on what works and what 
doesn’t work.  The Plan is meant to be a living document; therefore, such 
changes are a natural part of its progress towards the future.

The SLUPB will also be simplifying reporting for the same Regulators for 
the next report. For those Regulators that issue authorizations and/or 
dispositions that do not aplly CR #1 - Land Use Zoning, it will no longer 
be required to list Plan Zone(s) where the activity takes place. The location 
requirement and approximated co-ordinates will still be required.
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

The SLUPB is currently working on its Stream 2 Monitoring & Evaluation of the Plan, which 
consists of evaluating whether the Plan’s Vision and Goals are being achieved.  The SLUPB 
will be publishing their findings of this in a report that will be released in the autumn of 2025, 
which is just in time for the Sahtú Land Use Plan’s next 5-Year Review, scheduled for 2026.  
The results from this will inform the 5-Year Review.
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You are welcome to contact us 

SAHTÚ LAND USE PLANNING BOARD
P.O. Box 235 

Yamoga Building
Fort Good Hope, NT

X0E 0H0

1-867-768-2055  
 info@sahtulanduseplan.org

Visit our page at - sahtulanduseplan.org
Find us on social media - @SLUPB
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